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Civil Society Actors as Levers for a Sustainable Food
System in Georgia

Social media:
facebook.com/PeopleInNeedGeorgiaPIN

Duration: 01.12.2023 - 31.05.2026

Countries:
Georgia

EU contribution: € 1 000 000

Total budget: € 1 153 302

Implementer:
People in Need

Project description:
The action will pilot a food bank intervention that will redistribute unsold food items donated by food business operators
(FBOs), otherwise destined for landfill, to food insecure people in the municipality of Tskaltubo in the region of Imereti.
This pilot intervention will test the impact of the new Law on Food Loss and Waste Reduction, Food Recovery and
Redistribution expected to be approved later this year. The action will empower LAG Tskaltubo and other local civil
society actors (CSAs), including registered CSOs and informal groups, to facilitate the provision of food to local food-
insecure people. This will include their involvement in the identification of food insecure people, distribution of food items
from the food bank, their role in facilitating the cooperation of local farmers with surplus produce and the municipal soup
kitchen, and an accompanying information campaign assuring people of the safety of donated food. Redistribution of
unsold food items and surplus produce will result in a reduction of food waste and farm gate losses, leading to a reduction
in greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, while at the same time reducing the rate of food insecurity among the local
population. Furthermore, the LAG and CSAs will be provided with training and resources to run awareness-raising
campaigns on the issue of food waste and food losses, leveraging their networks in the community to influence behaviour
change at the local level. 

Expected results:
- 1000 food insecure people in Tskaltubo will benefit from increased access to food through the mechanism connecting
the food bank with local CSA-run food distribution networks. 
- Wider FBO sector will benefit from an environment supportive of food waste reduction and access to mechanisms
facilitating donation of unsold food items.  
- Citizens of Georgia will benefit from increased awareness of FLW and measures to reduce it.
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